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Herbartian School Movement Influence on American Basic Education

ZHU Wen-fu,GUO Qing-xia
(College of Education, Hebei University, Baoding, Hebei 071002, China)

Abstract: In the 1960s, a movement of Herbartian School emerged in Germany. Herbart’s educational
thoughts spread all over the world rapidly. By the end of the 19™ century, the center of the movement
had been transferred from Germany to America, and immediately brought an educational reform move-
ment on a large scale. It exerted profound and permanent influence on American basic education in the
aspects of educational notion, curriculum provision, teaching methods, teacher training, etc. In addi-
tion to the objective needs, the main reason why Herbart’s educational thoughts were able to play a
great role in promoting American educational reform is that American Herbartian School combined the
educational theory of German Herbartian school with the social and educational reality of that time of A-
merica, and transformed it reasonably, giving its more extensive theoretical contents and practical sig-
nificance.
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