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Educational Narrative Research: Essence, Characteristics and Method

FuMin & Tian Huisheng

Abstract: Educational narrative research is a kind of activity to gain hermeneutic comprehension on individual behavw-
ior and experience construction in the course of deconstructing and re-constructing educational narrative materials by de-
scribing individual educational life and collecting and telling individual educational stories. Educational narrative research
has its own unique research approach and way of action, featuring focusing on individual experience, expressing individual
experience in the way of chronology, collecting stories, re-telling stories, coding and fixing themes, describing context
and background, and whole course cooperation with the participants. The basic steps of educational narrative research in-
clude making sure of the research issues in the explored educational phenomenon, choosing research individuals and collee-
ting stories from individuals and constructing fields texts, coding and re-telling individual stories, explaining individual ex—
perience stories according to themes or categories, composing research text and confirming and evaluating research. Each
step of educational narrative research has its own unique operating course, method and technology.
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